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Interview conducted by:  Rev. R. J. Love 
Interviewee:  Rev. Norah L. Hughes 
This is an Interview with Rev. Norah L. Hughes of Langley, B. C., the first woman minister 
in the B. C. Conference. 
Now you were the first woman minister in the B. C. Conference, that’s right is it Norah? 
Yes, that is right. 
Now, we’ll go back to the beginning and that means, where you were born and where were 
you brought up and educated? I was born in England, in Portsmouth, and I was brought up in 
England until I was about 15; went to school there and came to Canada when I was about 15. 
No, where did you come to when you came to Cana a? I came to Poplar, a little settlement 
near Abbotsford to live on a farm which my mother an my sister an I ran, with cows and 
chickens an geese an ducks, and all the things you ha then. It was very new t o me because 
we had to have a well dug, which I wasn’t use to using, and I had to walk four miles to 
school through bush to Abbotsford for the second year of High School here, since I needed to 
get use to the Canadian way of things before I went any further. So with that I continued the 
second year of my course and went to the third year High School, an that was at (sorry I can’t 
think of the name of the place). 
Abbotsford? 
No, not Abbotsford, a place about two or three miles further over, and we had a man with a 
little old Ford that used to pick up five of us in Abbotsford an tot us over to this other place 
to school. So that as the end of my schooling as far as Canada was concerned. 
You concluded High School there, did you? 
Yes, I concluded my High School there. 
Now, were your folks United Church? Well of course, not in the Old Country, but when we 
came to Poplar my mother was interested in getting a Sunday School started, since there 
wasn’t one, and it started in our house, an eventually an adult Bible Class became part of this 
Sunday School, which meant that the Sunday School classes in the winter had to meet in our 
bedrooms. In the summer they met out under the apple trees. But from that, when a 
community hall was being built, the church-interested people, offered their money to the 
Community Association to build a Community Hall with the understanding that the church 
would have the right to use it on Sunday, so that eventually we went over to the United 
Church. Well there, we had anyone that came; Anglicans, Salvation Army, United Church, 
what have you? Somebody was responsible for seeing we ha someone on Sunday, but 
eventually, we decided that we would stay with the United Church, since we were all 
churches, that was the best we could do, an we had students from the college from then on.  
Now this was at North Poplar? Now after you finished your High School, then you went on to 
University?  
No. I went to Normal and became a teacher and taught two years or so. 
Where did you teach? 



At Faulkner, local school. 
Oh, yes. 
But after that I decided I wanted to go to University, and that was when I started, but of 
course, not in theology. I went in just for my B. A., not thinking of anything else to begin 
with. I specialized in biology, and went on and got my M.A. in biology, and it was just when 
Union came. It was my minister, Rev. Mr. Moses who suggested to me that I should think of 
becoming a minister. 
He would be the minister at Abbotsford then wouldn’t he?  
We were still living at Poplar, but we went into Abbotsford to church. 
So he persuaded you to go into that after you graduated?  
Well, I wouldn’t like to say, he exactly persuaded me, because I had been thinking of it from 
the very moment that I hear that women were to be ordained, and having to do some 
considerable thinking in that respect, because I could so easily go on in biology, and yet I felt 
that perhaps this was the thing I had to do. So when he asked me the question, that crystallize 
the whole thing in my mind and I told him “yes, I would do so.” 
So you entered theology just after you graduated then? 
Just after I got my M.A. 
And this was in Union College? 
Yes, I took three years there. 
Do you remember the names of any of the Student Fields you served while you were in 
college? 
Well, mostly I was in the Lower Mainland. Hjorth Road was one of my points then. It was 
quite a sizeable church in those days for there, and I had about four or five little points 
around. 
And you were ordained in what year? 
1940, I believe. 
And your first Pastoral charge was where? 
Fernie was the first place. I can remember going out with Wes Nixon. He was going away up 
further than I was, and we went up on the boat together as far as Prince Rupert, and I came in 
on the train to Fernie. 
Now, as a woman minister, and the first one in B. C., did you find any particular problems 
that you had?  
No, strangely enough, I can’t say I really had. I had the fun of watching people watch me, 
because of course, they were very curious about me. But I think I ought to tell the one little 
story that came out of that very first pastorate. I had an organist who was a Forestry man, a 
very fine organist. We got on very well together in all that we did in the church, but when it 
came time for me to leave, the last Sunday I was there, he turned to me after the service an 
said, “now, I’m going to tell you Miss Hughes, something I think you’d like to know.” So I 



said, “Oh”, and he went on to say, “I made up my mind that first Sunday that I came to the 
church to play the organ for you, that I was not going to play the organ for any woman 
minister.” I thought it was nice of him to tell me that on the last day I was there, after being 
my organist all the time and being most cooperative. 
Well then, your pastorate would be similar to the pastorate that any minister would have, 
and your work would be just the same? 
Yes, just the same. 
One thing that interests me, and I don’t know that I have asked any of the other interviewers 
that I have had. Did you have counselling with people the same as they do now, or was there 
not that much? 
Well, we didn’t call it counselling, it didn’t go by any so grand a name, but of course, any 
minister would have a great many people coming to talk to you and you did the best you 
could because we had no special training in counselling, and I really think the main thing was 
that they got a chance to talk to someone who could listen, and perhaps would lead them 
along a little more by asking questions until, they really got what they wanted to say, said. 
Now, what were some of the other pastorates that you had after Fernie? 
I had Chase and I had three or four points in connection with Chase; one of which was Mt. 
Ida, which was a quite well known little spot, and then after that I went to study in Chicago, 
and had three years there before I came back and went on to North Surrey and Ashcroft and 
Hatzic, and I had a pastorate in Victoria and had one at Langley. That was my last one. No, 
not really my last one, I had a year at Fleetwood and the points connected with Fleetwood, 
but that was when I retired. 
Now what work did you take when you were in Chicago? 
Well, I specialized in Church History, although I took many other courses of course, and that 
was the field in which I did my doctorate. 
That was your Ph.D.? 
Yes. 
Now did you have any idea of using your postgraduate education in any other way than in 
the pastorate?  
No, I really didn’t. No, I liked the pastorate right from the very first, and had never any 
feeling for teaching in any kind of university. 
Now, this may be a rather personal question, but did you feel that you were discriminate 
against in any way as a woman minister; did you feel you might have had better pastorates if 
you had been a man? 
Yes, I must admit, I think I might have had better pastorates had I been a man, but I don’t 
feel any feeling about that at all, because I was very happy in the work wherever I was, and 
wherever you are there are people, an it doesn’t make much difference if they are in a big 
church or a small one, the people are there. 
What did you feel was your greatest interest in the ministry; was it preaching or was it 
teaching, or was it C. E. or what?  



I always enjoyed preaching. I enjoyed not only the actual preaching, but the necessity for 
study and thought, an prayer, an what not, that went before it, but I did, an still do enjoy 
preaching very much. I always liked the Young People, but the churches I was in were not 
the kind that had large departments for Young People. They were all comparatively small 
congregations. 
I remember in connection with Ashcroft, and you were at Ashcroft once, I remember when I 
was in the Okanagan Presbytery at one time, one of the ministers was quite put out because 
he hadn’t had, what he thought were go od enough pastorates, and he said “You now 
brothers, I have never been south of Ashcroft” and somebody said, “Well, who in the world 
would want to go south of Ashcroft?” 
Well, I can well understand the feeling. No, I never did feel that, at all. I enjoyed my 
pastorates, all of them, in different ways in different pastorates, because of course, the people 
were different, but I enjoyed them.  
Did you find that you had any better success in Women’s work than you did in men’s work?  
Again, there wasn’t very much of either. There was always the UCW or something like that 
with the women, but not always any group for the men, and had never been any group for the 
men. In a couple of places I did get men’s groups going, but how successful they were, I 
can’t tell how they continued because I don’t now. 
You did have a men’s choir one time, didn’t you?  
Oh yes, this was great fun. This was one of my earlier charges. These men had been a group 
of men who had done things together, and they suddenly decided after I arrived there, that 
they were going to be a choir, an there were about ten of them. They put on a concert first 
and had a wonderful time doing that, and then the next Sunday they became the choir and 
they stayed with me all the time I was there. They tried very hard to make it a mixed choir; 
they wanted to have women an men in it, but there were never enough women to balance 
them, but I’ve never had such a grand experience; that was one of the best I think that I ever 
had, was this lovely choir. They were very good. 
Now tell me about your work in the Presbytery? Did you have any chairmanships or 
convenorships? 
I was Secretary of Presbytery in one place. I was Chairman of Presbytery in one place, but 
otherwise I just was one of the people in the group. 
You wouldn’t know whether you were the first woman Chairman of Presbytery or not? 
I never thought about it. I might well have been, but I wouldn’t like to say so, no. 
And you were also President of Conference? 
Yes. I was President of Conference. 
You were probably the first woman President of Conference?  
Yes, I think I was the first Woman President of Conference, that is true, I was the first one· 
Do you remember what year that was? 
I don’t remember the year. I remember we were in Victoria, but I can’t remember the year. 



Now, did you travel all over the Conference during your Presidential year? 
Oh yes. 
Did you visit all the Presbyteries? 
Yes, I visited all of the Presbyteries.  
Is there anything in that particular year that stands out that you can remember? 
I think the thing that most, (I don’t like to use the word impress, because it doesn’t quite give 
the right meaning), but that is the word. I was most impressed with the Ordination Service. 
To think that I would be the one to perform 
Now you’ve been retired here in Langley for four years, and what are your interests now in 
the church?  
I don’t really do very much in the church. That is, I do work with the UCW quite a lot; do the 
devotions and this sort of thing. I fill in whenever I am needed in the pulpit, but I have been 
rather careful not to do too much because, after all, I wanted to be quite sure there was no 
feeling about me, rather than whoever the minister was at the time, especially as I had been 
their minister a year before I retired here, to be sure there was no hangover.  
There is another minister who has served in Langley who is retired here? 
Yes, Mr. Cinnamon. 
Rev. J. C. Cinnamon, and he’s been here ever since he retired. 
He vas very active of course in his field. He helped to build the old church. He was up in the 

rafters and he is very well liked, and they make a real point of seeing that he gets to things 
that he should get to, and this sort of thing. 

And there’s a new building in Langley now?  
Yes we got into it last Sunday. It’s very elegant. Of course we’ve got to shave down. The 
first Sunday things went queer with the organ. They couldn’t tone it down. It as much too 
loud and that sort of thing; but that will all work out over a period of time. It is a very fine 
new church.  
Well, it’s nice talking with you about your experience over the years at least, an we wish you 
many years of happy retirement. 
Thank you very much. I hope to enjoy it too. 
I am sure you will and you’ll probably never leave Langley. 
No, I don’ t expect to, there is nowhere else to go. 
Thank you very much. 
You are welcome indeed. 


